
2018 Certified Forage Season Summary 

After each growing season, 
the Noxious Weed Seed 
Free Forage (NWSFF) Pro-
gram analyzes the number of 
acres inspected by field in-
spectors. The graph shows 
the season end summary for  
the past three years. This  
growing season had a signif-
icant increase in total tons of 
forage produced  and total 
acres of straw inspected. 
Two other decreases this 
year: new producers and 
total producer participation. 
In 2018 there were only 14 
new producers and a total of 
174 producers participating 
in the NWSFF Program.     
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Certified Hay Production: 

5,097 acres inspected 

4,958 acres certified 

11,294 tons produced 

Certified Straw Production: 
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3,860 acres inspected 

3,858 acres certified 

7,116 tons produced 

Certified Forage Producers: 

174 producers participated 

222 total inspections 

Quick and easy ways to label and identify Certified Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage 



Looking Back at the U.S. Hay Market over the Last Century 

The Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Economics at the Universi-
ty of Illinois released a report in Sep-
tember chronicling the last century of 
the United States hay market from 
1919 to 2017.  The study was done to 
further understand the U.S. hay mar-
ket and its importance to both market 
and policy considerations.  Hay is the 
third largest crop by total acres har-
vested in the entire United States.  In 
Montana alone, 1.8 million acres of 
hay (alfalfa) were harvested in 2018, 
making it the national leader in this 
category for the third consecutive 
year. (USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Services)  

There are several key points in this 
report that are potentially relevant to 
producers here in Montana:  

◆ Nationally, total acres of hay are 
trending lower; 

◆ A probable cause of this trend is 
the decline in the price of hay relative 
to the price of corn for much of the 
21st century; 

◆ Since 1980, alfalfa acres have 
declined 37% and non-alfalfa acres 
have increased 12%.  This has lead to 
a general decline in alfalfa’s share of 
all hay acres from 45% to 31%.  

 

 

 

 

 

Article Citation: Zulauf, C.  “U.S. Hay Market over 
the Last 100 Years.”  farmdoc daily (8): 174,    
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Econom-
ics, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
September 19, 2018. 

A Closer Look: Examining the trends in hay production since 1919.   



New Program Coordinator! 
Just a quick introduction from the new 
Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Pro-
gram Coordinator.  My name is Rory 
Ruffner and I started with the Montana 
Department of Agriculture at the end of 
October.  It’s a good time of year to 
become familiar with this program and 
all the other issues the Department 
deals with in the Noxious Weed Man-
agement world.  Dave, Jasmine, and 
Carol have been very helpful and pa-
tient with me as I begin to learn all 
there is to know about the role of the 
Noxious Weed Section in managing 
weeds throughout the state of Montana.   
For the last 17 years, I worked for the 
Department of Defense managing mili-
tary training lands for the Montana Ar-
my National Guard at Fort Harrison.  
Among the numerous job duties per-
formed in that time, noxious weed man-
agement was a critical aspect in ensur-
ing the military’s ability to effectively 
train soldiers for combat.  This included 

spraying weeds, oversight of contract 
sprayers, education of visiting soldiers, 
and EDRR of new invaders and infesta-
tions.    I’m excited to be a part of the 
team here in Helena and look forward 
to working with you all.  Feel free to 
contact me at rory.ruffner@mt.gov or 
(406) 444-7819. I welcome your 
thoughts on the NWSFF Program and 
your ideas on promoting or improving 
the program. 

Certified Forage Benefits 

Certified forage provides pro-

ducers with a benefit to market a 

weed seed free product to forage 

buyers needing the certified for-

age for public lands, their own 

property, or reclamation work.  

The NWSFF Program is a true 

weed prevention tool for keep-

ing noxious weeds and undesira-

ble plants out of the backcoun-

try.  As a result, certified forage 

is required when horses or pack 

animals are used on public lands 

in Montana. 

 

 

Redesigned Certified Forage Brochure! 

The redesigned brochure to 

help promote certified forage 

to those folks that own horses, 

mules, and other livestock is 

available.  Certified hay and 

straw are good tools for nox-

ious weed prevention.  The 

goal for this brochure is to get 

it out to feed stores for their 

customers to hopefully influ-

ence them to Buy Smarter!  If 

you know places to distribute 

this brochure, please contact 

Rory at rory.ruffner@mt.gov.   
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According to the Montana Climate Office at the University of Montana, weather 

prediction models favor a warmer than average winter for most of the state and 

drier than average winter for the northern and northwestern portion of Montana.  

Known as the El Niño Southern Oscillation, this natural seasonal fluctuation of the 

temperature of the Pacific Ocean can greatly effect weather in North America.   

Other points of interest from this latest newsletter include: 

  The northern and northwestern parts of Montana were drier than normal 

 this past summer.  The southern and eastern parts of Montana were wetter 

 than normal. 

  Some portions of southern Montana experienced over double the normal 

 amount of precipitation this summer.  Soil moisture remains above normal 

 for most of Montana east of the Rockies. 

  When planning for planting conditions next spring, keep in mind these 

 predictions for a warmer and drier winter statewide. 

Source: Montana Climate Office, University of Montana, Missoula, MT. http://climate.umt.edu/   (406) 243-6793  

October 2018 Newsletter, http://climate.umt.edu/mtdrought/mtdrought-october-2018.pdf 

 

 

Winter 2018-19 Outlook:  El Niño?  
By:  Montana Drought and Climate, University of Montana 
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The Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage 

(NWSFF) Program has an Advisory 

Council to help advise the MT De-

partment of Agriculture (MDA) on 

administering the NWSFF Program.  

The council is composed of 10 voting 

members:  four certified forage pro-

ducers, two county weed district 

reps., one livestock/ag rep., one 

processed forage rep., one outfitter/

guide rep., and the Director of MDA.  

There are also two nonvoting ex 

officio members as well as several 

agency representatives.  The council 

meets once a year in February in 

Helena at MDA.   The 2019 meeting 

is scheduled for February 20th.  

Meeting details will be on the de-

partment’s website:  agr.mt.gov     


